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THE RELIGIO@S MUSEUM. 


‘6 Do GOOD IN THY GOOD PLEASURE UN'YO ZION.’ —Ps. li. 18. 
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[Notwithstanding ihe arbitrary character of 
most of the governments of the earth public o- 
pinion has a powerful influence over their meas- 
ures ‘Lhe will of the most absolute monarch 
would be altogether weak and inefficient if op- 
posed by the settled convictions and the taste 
an. Wishes of his people. It would be easy to, 
enumerate fastances of the most complete tri-, 
umpl of popular fecling over the strongest go 
vernmenis: triumpls which the more striking 
by exvibit the force of this reguiating principie 


* 


cained. We have consequently thougtit it would | 
not be useful to the society or the public, to fol 

low the same track there pursucd or to offer to) 
you any further details on the same points.; 
‘These and other reasons induced us to contract 
the scope, and change the method of our inves-| 
tigations. Believing ourselves at liberty to se- | 
leet any Class of facts, or to apply ourselves to) 





any course of calculations, ino the extensive), 
‘range comprehended in the appointment of the; 


committee, and governing ourselves by the ar 





of political associations as tiey sometimes rela- 
ted to very trivial objects. What beaeficial ef-| 
fects might we not therefore expect from the 
greneral prevalence of just ideas concerning the 
inferest of nations with respect to peace and 
war! Didthe people of the different countries 
unc rsiand this subject as wel as, they might 
earthy be made to do, they could ny more be ar- 
rared G ag rainst one ahotuer on sae penary Con- 





flict at tii emstigation of interested individuals, | ing wilifary 


than they could be indaced to Change their reii- 
gion, their attachment to some reigning family, 
or their national customs. ‘To hasten ¢: 
troduction of this state of information is an ob-! 
ject highly worthy the labours of appropriate | 
arsociaiions. Lhe subject, as stated by an em 
inent Scotch philanthropist of the present day, 
is a very comprehensive one, and would require | 
the united exertions of men of every Variety of) 
genius and attainment. 

Wo are gratified to reflect, that as our coun 
try ‘rom its remote situation will always be less’ 
than most others to foreigu livasion, so it 
hes produced the first association for the diffu-- 


sin of tue love of peace. ‘The present friendly 
sf of our relations with the rest of the world 
woos. it affords the greatest fecility to the ope- | 


raiions af such institutions, will effectually se- 
cure them, in the minds of all candid persons, | 
again st those suspicions of partiality to which | 


in less favourable circumstances they might be) 


liable. We shall always re joice to be insira. 
mental in diffusing any reasonings and illustra. |! 
tions which have a tendency to establish peace | 
on earth and good will among men.]} 


OF THE MASSACHUSETTS PEACE SoCIETY. 
Frem the Christian Herald. 


The committee of Inquiry of the Peace Socie-} 
ty, charged with the duty of collecting facts and 
estimates displaying the evils of war, respect 
fully Report: 

That since we had the honor of laying before 
you, at the close of the last year, some general 
statements and calculations, in which the num. 


‘in our behalf. we concluded to confine our at-: 
‘to the United States would give 


ee 


ee Enei 


rangement of questions proposed in the circular: 
letter ofthe corresponding secretary, published | 


iention to one of those questions on each year, 





and in pursuance of this resolution, have se-, 


lected for our present subject, the following, 
question contained in that circular, viz: 


* What are the facts by which an estimate | 
may be made cf the expenditures for support-) 
establishments and carrying on: 
war compared with the expenditures for sup 
porting government, religion, and literary and | 
charitable institutions 2?” 


On this question we propose to offer to your | 





EXTRACT FROM THE SECOND ANNUAL REPORT PCnse than war, which only” tends to destroy 





bers of men employed in military establish- 
ments, the expences of war, and the loss of lives’ 
were estimated at large ; we have not seen any 
documents by which those calculations could be 
materially corrected, and have found no reason 
to change our opinion of the general resuits ob-' 


consideration some comparisons of national ex- 
pences of war, so far as ascertained, with the | 
extent of benefit which might be produced, by | 
the application of those expenditures to objects 


of confessed utility and advantage to mankind, 


by which it may be seen what great blessings 


conveyed to the world, by means which have, 
been wasted on its deterioration. 


‘The next object, the expense of which we pro-: 
pose to compare with that of war, is the estab- 
lishment of a general system of education. The 
age of darkness and prejudice when the advan. 
tage of the rich and great was thought to be se- 
‘cured by the ignorance of the pour and humble, 
has (we hope and believe) passed away ; and 
every enlightened mind is now sensible, that ed- 


' 


\ -ucation must form a basis of the order, the mo 


rals, the religion, and the happiness of mankind. 
But we are about to show that this noble object 
-may be obtained at an inconiparably less ex | 


those blessings. 


‘Turning our attention in the first place to hea- 
ithen countries and taking as an exaniple the 
continent of india, we observe that an estimate 
has been made by our missionaries there, that a 
school of 50 children would only cost $150 per 
annum. At thisrate the annual expense of war' 
to the U. States, which we have estimated a’ 40 
millions of dollars would educate 13.833.333 
children annually ; the annual expense of war 
to Great Britain would educate 67 millions; 
and the annual expense to France, over 47 mil- 
lions: so that the annual expense of war to ci- 
ther Britain er France is about as much as is 
annually required for the education of all the 





children in the world. 


li 


|: 651.467.8355 children: and the 


¢ hifdren. 


which they have consumed it ? 
ened politician would not rather trust to the 


nations in 


If we take the British or Lancasterian sysiem 
a8 a basis, (which is undoubtedly to be prefer. 
red on an extensive scale ») we shall find the ef- 
‘fect mach greater. ‘Phe number of schools on 


‘that plan in Great Britain, in 1847, was 1009 ; 


the pupils taught in them 155.000. In six 
years since 1814, 138,250 had been received tor 
the purpose of this institation, and we will sup- 
pose the whole of that sum to have been expens 
de din tiat time. Allowing the number 0} pu- 


! piis to have increased in arithmetical ates s- 


sion during that period 5 138.250 would e ucoate 
77.500 pupils for six years : er 465,000 wns 
ally. At this rate the annual expense of war 
annual educa 
tion to 109.4:4.765 childrens the annus? ex- 
pense of war to Great Britain woulé eis ate 
anne? “et oXe 
France would educate 389.010,110 
It is computed that not mere chan 
(16 millions can come of age to be educated an- 
nually inthe world 5 it, therefore, we allow four 
‘years education to cach, 6% millions would con- 
istantly require education ; consequently three 


/ pense to 


if hs of the annual war expense to the United 


States; or one eighth the expense to Great Bri- 


tain; orone sixth the expense to France would 


‘educate all the children in the world en the 


- Lancasterian plan, at the expense in England. 


Let us ask what benevolent man would not pre- 
fer the application of the money. these govern- 


and improvements christian nations might have ents bave drawn from their citizens, to such 


an object as this; to the destructive wars on 
What enlight- 


knowledge and virtue which such education 
would produce, than to the fears engendered 
by war for the public safety? What pivus 


christian would not estimate the elevation and 


improvement of his fellow men by education, in- 
finitely above their degradation and destruction 
by war? 

The next object which we wish to introduce 
to your consideration is one, which has become 
deservedly popular among all classes of chris- 
tians, and promise the most glorious result 5 
this is the diffusion of the scriptures among all 
their respective languages. ‘he 


| prospect that the lamentable ignorance and vice, 


in which Paganism retains the largest portion 
of the globe, shall be removed, and the Know- 
ledge of true religion every Where prevail, is a 
delightful anticipation to every pious mind, and 


_ promises to be realized by the institution of Bi- 


ble Societies, which are constantly increasing 
innumbers and saccess. Great hewever as 
has been the zeal and exertions of the present 
age, it must be obvious to all acquainted with 
the subject, thatthe means employed ave yet im- 
adequate to the end proposed, of gis ing the gos- 
pel to the world. But we propose te show that 
what is yet nnaccomplished by the arduous en- 
deavours of individuals, or extensive societies, 
, could have been affected at unce, (so far as pe- 
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judge of its relative expenses and effect, we 


cuniary means are required,) by the expenses | 
of a single year of war to {wo nations. 

As the American Bible Society has not yet 
sufficiently matured its reports, to enable us to 


state as a basis of this country the operations of 
the Massachusetts Bible Society. In the year 
ending July, 1818, that institution had issued 
3544 Bibles and Testaments which cost by their 
report $1532 84. ~ At this rate 40 millions of 
dollars, which we have estimated as one year’s 
expense of war, would furnish 77,344,449 Bi- 
bles and Testaments of the same assortment. 
which is probably four or five times as many as 
would supply the whole American continent. 
The British and Foreign Bible Society had 
expended in 44 years, ending March 31, 4 44, 
[612,100 5 in which time according to their re 
port, there :ad been issued at their expense, 
tore than 2 millions of Bibles and Testaments. 
According to the estima.e we have made there- 
fore, one year’s expense of war to the British 
government would produce and circulate 148,- 
956,451 Bibles and Testaments, of the same as- 
sortment; which would give one to every fam- 
ily at least on the eastern continent. We thus 
see that had the governments of the U. States | 
and G. Britain, agreed each to apply one year’s | 
expense they have recently wasted on war, to) 
the promulgation of the Scriptures, they might. 
have produced copies for the supply of the globe, | 
and had the means of diffusing them been ascer- | 
tained and adopted, every family in every na- 
tion of the earth might have possessed this in- 
estimable treasure. ‘I'o appreciate fully this’ 
comparison, we ask our fellow christians for a, 
moment to reflect on the im sense disparity be- 
tween the effect ofan expenditure, which might. 
be permanently productive of the present hope | 
and virtue, and perhaps everlasting salvation of | 
millions ; and that application of it, which tends 
to destroy the comforts and the lives of multi- 
tudes, and by its irreligioas influence, has, we 
fear, too often been the occasion of their eternal 
ruin. 
We now proceed to offer you some calcula- | 
tions on a subject intimately connected with the 
preceding, and which is considered by many to 
possess equal claims to our attention :—we al- 
lude to the design of evangelizing the world by’ 
the preaching of missionaries. The command 
to preach the Gospel to every creature has, we! 





believe. begun to be felt and obeyed with great- | 
er alucrity than heretofore, bat yet with distant, 
prospect of success. —The calculations we offer: 
enabir us to discover, that its complete execu- 
tion might be effected at a less expense than two 
years of war occasions to the two nations men- 
tioned, 

By information from an authentic and res- 





jall the fleets and armies on which nations rely | 


\the annual expense of war to Great Britain and | 





pecradle source, we learn that the highest sala | 
ry of a missionary in the East Indies is 1667 || 
per annum; and those in our western territories | 
nearly the same ; the passage to India is $250; 
and the greatest expense of preparatory educa- 
tion is $300 per annum. Let us suppose that 
7 year’s education is bestowed on each mission 

ary at this rate, that the average expense of 
conveying all to their destinations would be the 
same as the passage to India; and that it would 
be requisite to maintain each of them 20 years’ 
in their several stations on an average, before 
they were change’.—On calculating these ele- 
ments we bave $15,690, as the expense of each 
missionary for 20 years; and at this rate the! 





| would support all the paupers to be found in 


\of all human pursuits; and we think you must 


74 | 


missionaaies at ay, it is computed tliat! 
$0,000 missicnaries are wanted for the con- | 
version of all that part of the world, who have. 
not yet embraced christianity. Consequently | 
one year’s expense of war to these two nations | 
would be sufficient for the maintenance of all 
(he missionaries wanted for ten years. Again, | 
we solicit the serious attention of christians to| 
this subject, and ask them whether paying their 
money to armies of sanguinary wagriors spread- 
ing death and destruction among their fellow 
wen or bestowing it on the heralds of love and 
peace, occupied in preaching the words of eter- | 
nal life, is an employment of it most agrecable | 
to their Heavenly Father ? i 

Although hitherto less generally interesting’ 
than the other objects we refer to, we consider 
Peace Societics cqually entitled to the charac- | 
ter of benevolent institutions, and the expense | 
of which we may compare with that of war. In. 
tie year of 1817, the whole expense of this so-| 
ciety was $249; and in this time it had issued | 
2696 copies of the friend uf peace, or 674 copies | 
each quarter, besides other publications. Sup-' 
pose the same proportion of extra publications’ 
issued by societies on a larger scale. the annua | 
expense of war to the United States would far- 
nish 108,273,092 copies of quarterly pamphlets, 
besides extra publications; nearly enough for 
every family in the world 5; and the expense of 
war to Great Britain, would supply the same} 
to more tuan four times the families on the?! 
globe. Now we venture to express the belief! 
that such a dipersion of pacific tracts (if prac | 
ticable) wuld be found ultimately a more effiva- | 
cious and permanent security against war, tian, 











! 


for their safety ; and any people adopting this, 
course, and practising justice, might more ra- 
tionally hope for the protection of the Almigh- 
ty, than tho-e whe put their trast in these boast- 
ed preparations. 

By conjectural computation, we find it prob- 
able that the annual expense of war io Great 
Britain only, would pay the expence of a per- 
manent general congress of deputies from all 
christian vations, for 30 or 40 years, which 
might be charged with international legislation, 
and the adjustment of all disputes and thus re- 
move every shadow of pretence for war and} 
even the possibility of its recurring. Again, | 


— 





the United States together, would support pub-' 
lic libraries all over the globe, by which gratui- 
tous instruction might be afforded to every fam- 
ily. The expense of one year of war to each 


































religions, is simted for universal diffusion. it 
is founded on principles, which embrace tie 
whole family of man. It isaddressed to that 
rational nature, which is common to our spe- 
cies. Its institutions are so few, and so sim- 
pie, thatthe weakest can understand, and tie 
poorest observe them. And its grand essential 
requirements may be obeyed with equal ease 
in every period ofthe world; in every state of 
socicty 5 by every creature under heaven. 

As Christianity is adapt-d to alls; so. it is 
designed forall. Hicherto. indeed, it bs been 
very partially known; and sill more partially 
embraced. Darkness has brovded over the 
nations. “Phe night has been long and dreary. 
Butitis passing away. The sun of righteous. 
ness has emerged ; has be: med upon the bills 
of the East; and will presently pour from bis 
expanded wings, light, purity. health, and joy 
over allthe earth For thus runs the command 
and promise of the unchanging God ; *& Aris». 
shine for thy light is come, and the glory of 
the Lord is risen upon thee. For behold, the 
darkness shall cover the earth, and gross dark- 
ness the people: but the Lord shall arise wy on 
thee and his glory shall be seen upon thee. Aud 
the Gentiles shali come to thy light, and kings 
to the brightness of thy rising.” "The Chrvis- 
tian world, roused from the torpor of ages, cre 
beginning to believe this; prediction 5 and to act 
witha view to its accomplishment. Vhe com- 
mands so often heard, and as often unheeded, 
—** Prepares ye the way of the Lord, make his 
paths strap jg i3’—** Go through, go through 
the gates 9,.—-epare ye the way ofthe people ; 
Cast up. casi up the highway 5 gather out the 
Stones 5 liftup a standard for the people ;” 
begin to be regarded. And in answer to the 
inquiry of the American Churches, ¢ whom 
shail we send, and who will go fur us?” you, 
dear brethren, moved as we trust by animpulse 
from above, have said; * Here are we, send 
us.’ Your offer as been accepted 5 your qual- 
ifications have been tried; your design has 
been approved And by prayer and the impo- 
sition of hands, you have uow in the presence 
ofthis namerous assembly, of attendant angels 
and of God himself, been consecrated to the 
work to whic! you have devoted your lives. 

Here we might stop ;—and nothing «ssen- 
tialt» the investure of your office, as Embassa- 
dors of Christ, and Heralds of salvation to 
mankind. would be left undone. But the cus- 
tom of our churches, and the feelings of our 
hearts forbid us to retire, without tendering 
for your acceptance, the Hand of our Christian 
affection, and Ministerial Fellowship 


respective nation in the world would fill their || aff 


countries with roads, bridges, and canals; and 
what will be thought more remarkable, the war 
expense of these nations, by our calculations, 


them. 

But we forbear to fatigue your attentioa with 
any further enumeration of comparisons, which 
always terminate in a similar result. The 
consequences we consider ourselves enabled to 
draw from them with confidence is, that war is, 
far the most costly as well as most pernicious: 





be satisfied that any benevolent object however 
extensive, may be attained with less-‘means than 
the prosecution of war demands. 





‘WEEE 
RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP. 





@xpense of one year of war to the United States 
and Great Britain combined, would furnish and 


support 15,400 missionaries for twenty years. | 
In a valuable treatise lately published by our! 


In the Ordination of Missenaries, at Salem, Nov. 
5. 1818 by the Rev. J. Huntington 


For let this rite be deemed unmeaning, or 
superfluous, on an occasion like the present. 
What though you go to a distant opposite re- 
gion of the globe, where the customary offices 
of brotherly kindness and love, of which it is the 
instituted pledge cannot be performed by us?” 
Didi not Paul and Barnabas go to the heathen ; 
aud James, Cephas, and John remain with 
their Churches at home ? What though we can- 
not invite you to our pulpits ; counsel you in 
your difficulties ; and divide with you, the 
weight of care, and anxiety. and sorrow, under 
which you may be pressed! Much, no less 
conducive to the comfort of your hearts, and to 
the ease and success of your labours, it may be 
in our power tu render. And that much, by 
These Right Hands, we solemnly engage to do. 
Believing, confidently believing, that you 
have been indaced to “take part with us in 
this ministry,’ by the purest motives; that the 
iove of Chrost coustraineth you; and that you 








CHRISTIANITY, in distinction from all other 


are * willing not only to be bound, but to «die 
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st Jerusalem,” and Ceylon. © for the name of 
the Lord Jesus,” we welcome youto our fra- 
rernity 3 a fraternity, the members of which, 
hough oceans roll and continents stretch be- 
ween them, ave all on in Christ. | 

We will remember youin our prayers before | 
‘he throne of Him, whose « way is in the sea” 
on Whose mighty waters you are soon to em. 
hark; who measures with his eye, ard holds 
i his hands, the countless population of the 
East 3; and we will plead in your beualf, the 
fulfilment of those precious promises, in which 
He hath caused Israel tohope. When standing 
in the great congregation; when convened tw 
tne social circle; when Kneeling at the family 
altars when in converse with Him who seeth in 
secret; in the wakefal moments of the night. 
wien deep sleep falleth upon men, oar desires 
commingled with yours shall go ap as incense. 

We oill vindicate your characters and = to- 
tivs against the Imputations of those, wh: 
threaugh on unpardonable ignorance of the dif 
firaliics which you have to encounter, or the 
cncouragements with which you may m et 
them, would ascribe your undertaking to am 
bition on theone banc 3 or folly and presump- 
tion on the other 5; who, in justification of their 


own indifference, worldliness, infidelity. and] 


sloth. may scornfally say; «© 1 know you 
pride, and the haughtiness of your heart.” 

Hut thisis notall Aware that in Asia. ne 
less than in America, they who preach the gos- 
pel must live by the gospel. we will iwpar?’ to vou 
as we are able, of our substance: and we w! 
siir up oth rs,on whom the gifts of Providenc: 
are nore coplously bestowed, to contribate for 
your support; as also for the aecomplishmen 
of (he plans which your benevolence may de- 
sire, for the furtherance ofthe gospel” abroad. 
o#korewe wonld not, brethren, that other men 
be cased, and you burdened. But that their 
abundanee may be a supply for your want, thei 
there uaay be equality.” 

Wo ocillde more. When moved with com 
passton for the multitude who are wandering in 
the Liest, wit no spiritual shepherd to guid 
and food them. and desiring none 3 and wher 
oppress) with th: disproportion between the 
evten! of the harvest. and the number and 
strength of the labourers, youcry, * Come over 
int Slav donta ond help us 3” the call wafted 
by cae areezes of heaven to our shores, shali 
not return unto you void 3; we wall send the 
flaver of ourcharches to your aid; not admit 
ting for a moment the douwot. that He wha de 
manded the sacrifice, will repay. and more than 
repay it) Whatmore can we say ? What more 
ean (vis Token express ? 

Gio. then, dear brethren, on your glorious en- 
terprise. Go, f low in the track of Prophets, 
Apostles, and martyrs, *of whom = the world 
was not worthy.’? Go, 

‘‘Where Abram wandered—David swept his lyre, 
And Jeremiah wept, and Daniel prayed ; 

Where li: "d, and preach’d, and died, and rose again. 
The word’s sole Hope ; and where the Book of books 
Was handed down from heaven ;"’ 


if attracted by a gathering crowd on some 
Mars-hill. you approach, and find an altar to 
To the unknown God, display a banner in the 
couse of truth 3 and declare to the stupid, dela- 
ded multitude, the existence, prerogatives, and 
claims of Him whom they tgnorantly worshap. 
If permitted to tread the streets. and weepover 
th ruins ofthat mem»rable City, from) which 
th: some of blood. tofinitely more precion- 


cry for vengeance,—impiecated vengeanre; 
liftapthe eye of faith and hope to¥him, who 


* or 4 La 


hath said to Jerusalem, «* Thou shall be built ; 
and to the temple, Thy foundation siail be laid.” 
And may the voice of the Lord of Hosts an 
swer, and say. * Ef was jealous: for Zion wit 
great jealousy ; and TE was jealous for ver sith 
great fury. But [ am retarned anto Zion, and 
will dwell in the midst of Jerusalen; and J- 
rasalem shill be called a Citv of Trath 3. and 
the mountain of the Lord of Hosts, the hol, 
mountain.” 


Whither. therefore, you are destined to ent) 
into the labours of those who have gone to the 
Geniiles; to add the wisdom of your counsels, 
and the energy of your efforts to theirs, in th: 
wighty work which they have andertaken 
through Christ strengthening them to achieve ; 
ap whether descrying through the glass of 


ers of Salem 3 you are fired with an holy emu. 
lation to fix the standard of the Cross, where 
the cresent of Mahomimed has so long waved in 
triumph, we bid you God speed. «© The breth 











ren which ave with us greet you. All the 

Churches salute you. The grace of our Lore 

Jesus Christ be with you. AMEN.” 
DUELLING. 


From the Franklin Herald. 


Messrs. Printers.—Iin reating the accounts 
shich have been pablished of the late murder. 


Mr. M’Carty, which terminated in the death off 
‘be former, | could not belp reflecting with ad 
siration, upon the different coarse parsued bs 
Col. Mercer in relation to the political disput: 
With the same person. [tis not, perhaps, gen- 





erally known in this part of the country, tha’. 
inthe fall of the year 1817, the same Geu. Ma 

son challenged Col. Mercer to fight with hin ; 
and, in the cool and deliberate style of his com- 
munications to M’Uarty, offered to resign tis 
commission that he might be at liberty to e- 
vade the laws and have the precious privilege of 
shed:jing the blood of a fellow creature. What 
was the answer of Mercer? Did he, with the 
came barbarous disposition, accede to the pro- 
posal. and hasien to select the weapons of 
slaughter by which an immortal soul might be 
sent, unprepared, te the Wibunalof Gop! No— 

let it be Known and published through the land 
ohis honor, that in defiance of public opinion 
and the approbrium of being called (as he was 
in a subseg rent letter of Mason’s) coward anil 
hypocrite. he had the cewrage as well as tie prin- 
ciple to fear Gop rather thanman. The follow 

ing is an extract from his answer to the chal- 
lenge.—*> J proceed to tell you that Tam restrain 

ed from accepting the alternative which you pro- 


tinguished member of congress, and a principal 
supporter of the Episcopal Chareh in Vi ginia. 
Let his example be imitated, and the moras r sus 
custom of duciling will soon be without an ad- 
vocate In eur country. 
8 ee == 
SIGNAL TROPHY OF 1) INE GRACE. 
From the Christian Monitor. 


DEAR Sir—!It is generalls conceiv d that 
the dying words of au indi: idual are caicubited 





prophecy, the rising walls, and glittering tow- |. 


sus and savage duel between Gen. Mason ana] 


ty make a deeper impression than the sey t- 


coents uttered at any other period of his bits 5 


ond when any are found who have been illus: r- 
us for learning or piety. distinguished by py wv 
ror weaith, or even conspicuous by pro digal- 


‘ity or impiety. their last scniiments aro sought 
after with avidity and diligeatly transmitted to 
| posterity. 


it appears that religious exercises are esteem- 
ed pecaliarly worthy of a piace in your Chris- 
tian Moniter, and it is therefore presumed that 
the following anecdote will be rendered accept- 
able to you for all the reasons af-rementioneds 
and be admitted toa place in your weekly pub- 
lication. tis not expected that it will appear 
inthe poverty of expression, in which it is con- 
veyed to you. ‘Phe writer can only narrate in 
homely phrase the facts faithfully i pressed on 
his memory 3 the task is yours to give thew a 
‘dress at once, simple and majes'ic, calculated 
to fix the attention of the sanderer and excite 
‘the feelings of the heedless, 
Inthe moo.h of June 1812. » minister of emi- 
nence delivered in the capital PRichmond]a dis- 
course on this text, «* Phere is one God and one 
mediator between God and man, the man Christ 
Jesus.” After a sublime description of the 
yveat L AM, and a just and lively portrait of 
oan ina state of nature, as an alien and arebel 
to his God, tee gravious plan-of salvation 
through faith, flowed in animated strains from 
his hallowed lips. Believers rejoiced and were 
built up on their most holy foundation ; Infidels 
were shaken 3 some, doubtless, secretly ejyacu- 
lated * what stall Ido to be saved 3’ and oth- 
ers, had they spoken, would have said « thou 
almost persuadest me to be a christian.” Be- 
fore he closed, he stated to his audience that he 
would relate to them facts which came under his 
own observation, which in his judgment, aptly 
lisplaved the all-important truths he had made 
the subject of their consideration, 

‘©In the state of North Carolina there lately 
lived a young man of splendid native genius ; 
his parents were opulent and affectionate, their 
wealth was liberally dispensed to procure the 
best of instruciors the continent of America 
could furnish, to guide the studies and pertect 
ithe talents of this promising hope of their de- 
clining years. At one of the most celebrated 
aniversities fo the north, he rapidly vraced the 





pose. by constderations puramount to all human 


was born, and I cannot violate my solemn vows 
to Gon for the applause of the world. Asa MAN 
and more especially asa ViRGIntaNn. Lought not 
to accept your challenge ; aS a CHRISTIAN I can- 
not.2— This answer, as might be expected. 
called forth a torrent of abuse from Gen. Ma- 
son, who has at length found, at the hand of 
another, the death which he then sought in vain. 
To appreciate, as we ought, the conduct of Col. 
Mercer. we need only direct our view to the 


afflicted family at Selam, or follow, in imagina- 
tion, the murderer as he roams a vagabond 





‘than the blood of Abel,’? has not ceased to 
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authority. respect the public opinion too highly: 
perhups ; but Ihave now been for more than two! 
yearsin communion with that church in which I 





Col. Mercer, is now a dis- 


through the earth. 


circle of science, and obtained bis diploma with 
more than usual eclat. But alas, with all his 
arquirements, he knew nothing of himself or of 
his God. The seduction of Deism had early 
insinuated themselves through the fatal elo- 
quence ofa Huine, a Rousseau, anda Voltaire. 
He returned clothed with learning and persua- 
sive powers, not to bless. but to curse sovicty. 
Revealed religion was the sport of his faucy and 
the subject of his keenest satire. He had youth, 
health and all that the world esteems. He 
looked forward with exultation to a long and 
honourable life. But how different was the 
destiny that awaited bin in the eternal purpose 
if him who creates and can distroy. He wag 
suddenly attacked by a hemorrhageol the lungs, 
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which continued to increase, so that the most 
eminent of the facalty aud he himself despaired 
of his recovery. At the approach of death, sa) 
ble darkness rested on eternity; his morai | 
aclieme faded as the baseless fabric of a vision. 
In this awful state of agonized suspense I wa; 
sent for, by his earnest request. And it tad 
pleased the author of all good tu direct my steps 
near the mansion of wo, EL soon arrived 5 but 
my heart was pained with the afflicting intell- 
gence. that it was too late. ‘The bleod was then 
fushing insuch atorreut that uature must rap 
idly bo exhausted, or suffocation easu  frow 
the want of power to discharge its copious e- 
Vacuations. & was soon cheered with the glad 
tidings that what no remedy could retard, nad, 
as it were, by wniracle stopped of itself, and that 
the patient was quiet. Twas introduced into 
his chamber direcily, as te Would tak» no deni- 
al, so Soon as ne learned thai L was in the Louse, 
0. my friend, said he, as | approached, how 
thankful bam for your kindness in visiting the 
mos miserable of wortals. You know all my 
former sentinents of the Bible—i feel Lama 
bout to die and all ny former philusophic topes 
desert me—I am about to launca into a bound. | 
Jess ocean without the gliamer of a solitary Stay 
to guide me-—1 a) about to plange into a deep 
profound. and there is no fonodation on which 
to rest. Domy dear sir, open to me the plan 
of salvation, as you understand it in the sacred 
volume. 1 directly obeyed the welcome in- 
Junction. and preached faith in a cracified Je 
sus, Who, thoagh to the Jews a stuinbling vlock, 
an! to the Greeks foolisiiness. yet to those wire 
believe, is the power of God and the wisdom of 
Gol. His attention was anremitted, and ue ve- 
hementl, exclaimed as U closed, Oh! m= how 
different « light do Lnow view those ihiags. I 
am iraly persuaded they are from Ged, but | 
can) ot apply them to myself, in as much as [, 
ain ‘oo great a sinner 3 and it must be inconsis- 
tent wil the justice of God, to pardon in the | 
aconis of death, a creature who bas ungrate- 
fully used his abundant gifis to revile and de- 
ride the merey manifested through a Redeemer. 
P remarked that so soon as the ligut of the 
spirit shone into the heart of any poor depra- 
ved creature (for there is by nature no differ- 
ence) that he saw himself a elpiess and hope- 
less sinner, and he had cause to take encour- 
acement therefrom to call mightily on hita wie 
isa le to save to the utter: ost. all who feel the 
burden of them sins and would come unto Gud 
hy bim—thot this inestimable truth had been | 
illustrated by an acceptance of one of the, 
thieves who was crucified at the same time’! 
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With our saviour, who received grace to ac- | 
knowledge the jastice of hi- damnation, and to 
ask for pardon. He was silent and seemed 
deenty to meci ate for a moment, and cried out | 
i: agonizing and broken ex¢lamations, alas ! 
that man was ignorant and had not been taught , 
the beauty of virtue, he was poor and too ea- | 
silv encouraged by evil example to plunder, 
that his necessities might be supplied—but a- | 
hove oll, he had never seen nor heard of a Sa- 
viour untilthe moment of his suff ring. My, 
case is the reverse of this. I had a liberal ed- 

ucation, opulent and tender parents, and in a> 
word. T have often beard the name of Christ | 
preached in vain. God could extend mercy to 
this thief; tome the wrath of his indignant jus- 

tice belongs. His agitations then became so 
violent that the alarming symptoms of his dis- 

order returned, and I was compelled to retire 
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haggard eye. I am on the rack, he said and 
no hope—Oe! pray for me. 1 then addressed 

sin pardoning God in broken but fervent ac. 
cenls—my cries uttered in weakness were rais- 
ed in strength, and the sceptre was beld out to 
his fortorn son of Adam. He was calm anil 
meditative during the exercise of prayer, and 
when [looked on him at the conclusion, his 
darkness was dispelled by the Sun of Righte- 
ousness who had risen on bis benighted soul 
with healing in his beams. Jesus had said be 
not afraid. itis l—the tempest was hashed into 
peace, and he with a heaven-Oorn smil- decla- 
red th the felt unspeakable joy My burden, 
says iit, has been taken off [feel that I can 
enter on Evcrnity with transport. Are these 
says he, evidences of the pardon ofsin. I told 
him thata power to rejoice in the Redeemer, as 
ie had expressed, was certainly the evidence 
of fait, and that I would give him the hand of 
fellowship as born of God and heir of the prom- 
ises. He was trauquail during my stay, and his 
testimonies rose in successive fulness until he 
shouted and gloried in rapturous praises to the 
ricbness of tue mercy of G din Cirist—and on 
my departare he said, wey God spare you for 
a blessing to his people— You have been toe in 
s Pament of recaliing ie most distant wander 
er—Ga, my esteemed friend, raise your voice 
and proclaim to my deluded associates and to 
all the world, that [ho during my whole lif 
had reviled my Redeemer, was, in: my dying 
moments called by Lis matchless grace to be 


—_ 


sins, and that cleansed by his precious biood I 
entered eterniiy With joy unspeakable and fall 
of glory.—In this iappy state he diced; the 
speaker ceased, and the congregation dissolved 
in tears of sympathy, in ore general Anthem 
sung the hymn of Sovereign Grace. He who 
hath ears to hear, let him hear what the Spirit 
speaketh tu the dying believer. 
A Constant READER. 
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From the Vermont Messenger. 


Mr. Ediior—Should the following lines find 





a piace in your interes ing paper, PE will seud 
| the reply in a few days. THEOPNEUST. 


' 
"| —s 


| REMIUNSTRANCE TO THE MISSIONARY. 
| Try not deay youth our free consent to g4in-—= 

| Your importunity only gives us pain < 

| If heathen lands in moral darkness lie, 


| Our heav’nly Father hears the pris’ner’s cry, 


Ana@ will in time their sin-bound souls release, 
Dispel their gloom, and send them light and peace. 
It c nnot be that duty bids you roam . 

In foreign lands—forsaking friends and home ; 


; 
j 
| 
' 





Youth’s glowing ardor stimulates your breast, 
But zeal redundant ne’er can moke you blest. 
Vagrant fancy can gath’ring storms allay, 
Night’s sable glooms transform to brightest day, 
| Round scenes unlovely heavenly softness spread, 
W ith grace attractive decorate the dead; 

Can represent attach’d to toil and pain 
Substantial comfort and immortal gain: 


Romantic views, and visionary joy, 
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Iliusive shades impel, attract, destroy. 
O then abandon your delightful scheme, 


in mercy however he had an interval and I was | False as a shade, delusive as 4 dream, 


urged to return. He looked on me with a || Your tender frame and inexperienc’d breast 
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lieve on biw for a remission of my monntain of 
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Against your choice in loudest terms protest; 
Rock’d in the cradle of parental ease, 

Can you endure the wild tumultuous seas ? 

Unus’d to peril, suff’1ing, toil or fear, 

How plod your way through pagan countries drear ¢ 
Can you endure the blast of northern skies, 

Or stand unmov’d when torrid whirwinds rise ? 

{ an you with Tartars roam Siberia o’er, 

Or rest secure on Lena’s frozen shore ? 


Or milder climes would you advent’rous try, 


Where Tadmor’s heaps, or Balbec’s ruins lie; 

Or eastward rove, where superstition reigns, 
Through Persian realms, or India’s wide domains; 
World scenes the loveliest romance e’er pourtray’d, 
Like Tempe’s plains ia summer robes array’d, 
Would grots, parterres, or groves of Shiraz’s vales,. 
Refresh‘d by limpid streams and spicy gales, 

Or all the sweets Arabian winds convey, 

Your danger, toil, or sufferings repay ? 

Should you ov Afric’s horrid coast appear, 

Roam o’er her hills and sandy desarts drear; 


| Your native land, yout home and frien@s forego, 


To visit climes where Nilus’ fountains flow, 
To range along the inhospitable wood, 
Where gloomy Niger rolls her silent flood, 
Where torrid fervors fire the ambicnt skies, 
From noxious lakes dire exhalations rise-e- 
Your life defenceless sure must fall a prey 
To beasts by night, or savage man by day ; 
‘To sandy mountains moving o’er the waste, 
Or lucid monsoons’ pestilential blast. 
Distressing thought, to fall in foreign lands, 
On Caffree’s coast, or Nubia’s rolling sands, 
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Without a friend to catch the parting sigh, 
Compose your limbs, or close your facing eye ! 

Stay then, fond youth, your wandering steps retrace, 
Leave no your home, break not from our embrace. 
D> not our gifts and hearty counsels spurn ? 

For life and ease is this your kind return ? 

© thi’ should you our fond embraces fly, 

What poignant grief will drink our spirits dry ; 
Think how your mother’s wakeful eyes will flow 

W ith tears incessant at your fancied wo: 

Maternal love will aid her fancy’s flight, 

To paint your sorrows through the sleepless night; 
Sometimes beyond all human power to save, 

She’ll view her child toss’d on the briny wave. 
Should you in youth’s chimerical career, 

Abandon friends and all that life holes dear ; 








_- 








Break from your tender mother’s anxious arms, 
Destroy her peace, rob life of all its charms, 
She'll like an ovk, of all its branches shora, 
Alone remain, departed comforts mourn. 

Stay, then, dear youth, remove a mother’s fears, 
And prove the solace of her growing years. 


( Missionury’s Reply tn our neat. ) 
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